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The 23rd Greek Festival of Sydney 

Sydney celebrates its Greek culture and heritage

Sydney’s streets will come alive in celebration of the Hellenic Culture throughout March and April 2005 with The Greek Festival of Sydney which kicks off with an all-day festival of food, wine, music, dance and song on March 20 at Darling Harbour.

The month-long festival is an annual initiative of The Greek Orthodox Community of NSW which, every March, stages a number of events that represent the Greek way of life and share their rich cultural and artistic heritage with the rest of Sydney. 

Over the past 23 years the Festival’s popularity has grown considerably and with the recent success of the Greek Footballers in Euro 2004 as well as the historic return of the Olympics to their birthplace last August - the festival will undoubtedly reignite the fervent patriotism and love of Hellenism that exists in both the Greek and the non-Greek communities of Sydney. 

The Festival begins with its traditional flagship event, Greek Fest Darling Harbour. This is an all day event where visitors can taste traditional Greek food, watch and learn for free traditional dances from all regions of Greece by the water, participate in a Mosaic workshop, test your soccer skills, laugh at comedians or simply just soak up the culture and celebrate it with your family and friends.

“Greek Festival 2004 was touted as the largest community celebration that Darling Harbour has ever seen and 2005 will be even bigger” Festival Manager James Owen said.  “ We are expecting over 100,000 Sydneysiders to come and join the festivities on March 20 and the great thing about Darling Harbour is that we can offer them so many things to do”  

The Greek National Day of Independence, March 25, will be commemorated in a parade as part of Greek Fest Darling Harbour.  The day marks the freedom of the Greeks from Turkish rule in 1829.  
The 2005 Festival will also feature 21 other events spread across Sydney covering many different genres including music, theatre, visual arts, dance, lectures, philosophy, food and children’s events.  

Some of the highlight events include:

Mick Tsikas will present a photographic exhibition from his noted career as an AAP photojournalist. It is free at the Kudos Gallery, 6 Napier Street, Darlinghurst from March 22 to April 2 and includes a night of discussion with photojournalists on their inspirations and techniques for producing “that perfect shot”.

Laughter, Art and Real Fun! (LARF!) is something that the whole family can enjoy including the little ones. The screen printing and laughter workshops are done by Nina Angelo and will be held on April 12 and 13 at Campsie and Earlwood Libraries. 

Ancient Wisdom from a new world: The Philosophy of Freedom - Edward Spence leads us in an exploration of the Hellenistic philosophy of Epicurus (341BC – 270BC) and Epictetus (55AD-135AD). Through talk, performance and discussion he will illustrate the philosophical beliefs from Epicurus and Epicitus of how to obtain happiness and within that freedom. The performances will take place at AGL Theatre, Museum of Sydney in April. Cost $29/$25. 

It’s A Mother by Side Track Theatre - A series of comedic short plays that investigate the mother son relationship in Greek culture and how this affects the relationships and the life of those around them. Performances are held at the Sidetrack Theatre, Marrickville from March 7 till April 9.

The Greek Balkan Cross Cultural Night is being held at the Greek Community Club, 206 Lakemba St, Lakemba on Friday April 15.  Presented by renowned world music officianado George Doukas and his band - tickets are just $15 and dinner and drinks are available on the night.

Dreams For Life, the long awaited first feature film by Anna Kannava, explores the perceptions of identity, love, fear and solitude. Starring the powerful and enduring Maria Mercedes and newcomer Dai Patterson the film will make its Sydney debut at the Valhalla Cinema April 25, 26 and 27, as part of the Greek Festival. 

Alexander the Great – A feast of an Empire - Learn the ancient cooking methods and discover the tantalising flavours of the time when Alexander the Great ruled. David Tsirekas, Perama Restaurant, will demonstrate how to cook the food that accompanied Alexander on his conquering journey through Greece, the Aegean, Turkey and more. The classes will be held at Perama Restaurant in Petersham on April 5 and 19 from 7pm. Costs $85. 

For further information or images please contact Alicia Doherty @ Avviso Public Relations (02) 9368 7277 or aliciad@avviso.com.au
